Elissa Epel
February 9, 2020

Elissa (Pollingher) Epel, a longtime resident of the town of Greenburgh, passed away on
February 9, 2020 at Jacobi Medical Center, Bronx, NY, at the age of 74 from complications
related to Parkinson's Disease and Kidney Disease.
Born on June 2, 1945 in Boston, MA, Elissa grew up in the Boston area and attended
Simmons College, where she earned her Bachelor's degree in English and Communications.
She then moved to New York, where she attended graduate school at Columbia University,
and received her Master's degree in English in 1968. 1968 was also the year she married high
school sweetheart Joseph Epel, to whom she was married for more than 51 years. They have
remained in the New York area ever since.
Elissa began her career in the publishing industry, followed by some years raising her two
daughters, Jennifer and Emily, and then worked for the United Way of Westchester on
fundraising projects. In 1994, Elissa and her husband, Joe, became business owners when
they opened their printing business, Minuteman Press of Yonkers, where they worked together
for many years, until Elissa’s illness made it impossible for her to continue working. Joe
continues to run their business today.
Elissa was a warm, loving, and patient wife, mother, grandmother, sister, friend, and business
owner who loved her family dearly and would do anything for them. Her intelligence and
compassion always shone through in every situation, and she was always determined to fight
through many difficult illnesses as long as she possibly could, in order to be with her family.
Elissa leaves behind devoted husband Joseph Epel; two loving daughters, Jennifer Muller
(and husband Michael) and Emily Shields (and husband Christopher); three beautiful
grandchildren, Will, Isabel, and Jonathan; two loving sisters, Linda Schnyder and Jacalyn
Lupo; and their families.
Funeral Service 11:00AM Thursday Edwards-Dowdle Funeral Home, 64 Ashford Ave, Dobbs
Ferry.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to [The Parkinsons
Foundation]https://secure3.convio.net/prkorg/site/SPageNavigator/2017_donate_form_2.html?
tab=tribute&_ga=2.41116578.108334668.1581351564-1629481379.1581351564 at
https://www.parkinson.org
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Comments

“

Joe, I am sorry for your loss Elissa was a wonderful person, easy to work with. I will
always remember how she helped me design trifolds for the Yonkers Philharmonic
Orchestra.
Marcia Klein

Marcia Klein - February 12 at 10:42 AM

“

Joe, the staff at Groundwork Hudson Valley is very sorry for your loss. We all hope loving
memories will help you and your family during this time. Thinking about you! Sara Brody

Sara Brody - February 11 at 09:25 AM

“

I remember Elissa when I first stopped into their shop about 7 years ago and often since
then. She was always there with Joe and was very pleasant to talk to. It was sad to see
her decline over the years. She will be missed.
John
Speedpro

John Dalton - February 11 at 07:25 AM

“

To the Epel Family, thank you for sharing the spirit that God gave to this beautiful woman.
She was quite an awesome lady and we will continue to keep you all in our prayers.
Freda Macon
CLUSTER Community Services
Yonkers, NY

Freda Macon - February 10 at 10:15 PM

“

Memory of our arrival in NYC to start graduate school in September 1967: We were
walking in Greenwich Village when we heard a female voice yelling up from the street at
the top of her lungs "where's the money?" Then a few seconds later, another female
voice yelling down towards the street "At the Holiday Inn." We stopped and turned around
to see where the voices were coming from and realized we were in front of the Women's
House of Detention. It was unimaginable to the proper Bostonians that we were that there
would be a prison set right down in the middle of the fruit and vegetable stands of
Greenwich Village. From that time on, for the next 50 years, whenever one of us asked
"where's the ______," The other would answer "at the Holiday Inn, of course."
Joe Epel

Joe Epel - February 10 at 06:37 PM

“

Dear Joe, Emily and Jenny: We were so very glad to know Elissa. She was a very special
person. Chris was very lucky to have such a wonderful mother-in-law (and father-in-law).
Thinking of you and hoping all your happy memories will comfort you.
Dorothy & John Shields
Dorothy Shields - February 12 at 11:33 PM

