Ellen C. Kelly
May 27, 2019

Ellen C. Kelly of Yonkers, 64, passed away on Monday, May 27, peacefully, surrounded by
her family. She succumbed to a rare form of acute leukemia.
Ellen will be lovingly remembered by her children, Jenny, Alex, and Rachel; her parents,
Nikki and Al; her son-in-law, Ethan; her brother, Ronald; her Aunt Becky and Uncles
Buddy and Marty; her cousins, Elise and Howard; her longtime beloved companion, Pam;
and many adoring friends.
Ellen worked as a social worker, therapist, volunteer, and activist for more than 30 years.
The last 20 years of her career were spent at the Hallen School in New Rochelle. For
nearly a decade, Ellen organized and hosted annual fundraising Zumbathons, raising
money for the American Red Cross, the American Cancer Society, Natural Disaster Relief,
the Breast Cancer Research Foundation, and Alex's Lemonade Foundation. She
volunteered all over the world, working with children in need in Cuba, Peru, and Mexico.
She was a passionate, vivacious, fun-loving free spirit who lived every day to the fullest.
She didn't waste a moment, never postponed joy, and showered those closest to her with
warmth and love. She wanted to see the world, and saw most of it, traveling often, and
always returning to her favorite place of all, San Miguel d'Allende, Mexico. Her energy and
zeal for life was infectious. She made friends wherever she went and inspired each and
every person in her life. We are heartbroken that she is gone. Her unique and beautiful
spirit will illuminate our lives forever.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the [Childhood Leukemia
Foundation]https://www.clf4kids.org/ in Ellen’s name. A cause close to Ellen’s heart as the
mother of a childhood leukemia survivor, Rachel.
Memorial Funeral Service for Ellen Kelly
Friday May 31st
Arrive between 2-3pm
Service starts promptly at 3pm

Edwards-Dowdle Funeral Home
64 Ashford Ave, Dobbs Ferry NY 10522
After service: Drinks (cash bar), appetizers, and hugs at Hudson Social (one of Ellen's
favorite places), 11 Station Plaza, Dobbs Ferry, NY
4:30pm
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Ellen's passing. My deepest condolences to her family and those
that loved her. While I only knew her for a short time, she brought great energy and
was always so positive in Zumba class. It was always a pleasure to see her smiling
face. May she rest in peace.

Sherry Schneider - June 04 at 03:33 PM

“

Lisa McHugh lit a candle in memory of Ellen C. Kelly

Lisa McHugh - June 03 at 03:01 PM

“

was so very sorry to hear about Ellen. I worked with her many years ago, at Ardsley Middle
School. She was such a happy, vibrant, wonderful lady. I have many fond memories of her
and the laughs we had... I am so very sorry for her family whom I know she loved so much.
She will be sorely missed but never forgotten. May she rest in eternal peace.
Lisa McHugh - June 03 at 03:03 PM

“

Heartfelt condolences to Ellen's family and friends. I was lucky enough to be a
recipient of her smiles, hugs, and sense of humor over the past few years -- missing
her already.

Sarah - June 03 at 02:50 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the family! I was shocked and saddened to find out
about Ellen’s passing. She was a warm, wonderful, kind person. We would always
chat when I’d see her at the gym and we talked about getting together for coffee.
Unfortunately we never did . May she Rest In Peace!!

Ellen Burg - June 02 at 03:04 PM

“

I will always remember Ellen like a person full of energy, with a permanent smile in
her face and optimist view of life. Her family makes me feel at home on Christmas
´2011.

Marcia Menezes - May 31 at 01:54 PM

“

My condolences to the family for their loss.

Andrea - May 31 at 11:25 AM

“

Sonia lit a candle in memory of Ellen C. Kelly

Sonia - May 30 at 08:33 PM

“

The Hallen Family purchased the Bright and Beautiful Spray for the family of Ellen C.
Kelly.

The Hallen Family - May 30 at 01:16 PM

“

OMG Ellen was an energetic passionate fun loving woman who always encouraged
all to move your body and eat healthy. She was an avid Zumba enthusiast and
honored me with her presence with Pam at my 65th Birthday Zumba party. I am
heartbroken for this loss and will forever remember her bravery during Rachael’s
battle with Leukemia as a toddler. My condolences to her family and especially to
Pam who made her life complete. May she RIP.
Paula Scheiber

Paula Scheiber - May 30 at 08:07 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ellen C. Kelly.

May 29 at 05:49 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ellen C. Kelly.

May 29 at 11:15 AM

“

I remember sunny times out in Westhampton decades ago when Ellen was pregnant
with Alex and I was pregnant with Samantha! Our parents were great friends and
Ellen and I (bellies and all) became friends! Once we both lived in Westchester, we’d
bump into each other at the gym and smile, laugh and reminisce... and then go to
Zumba! We’d get together with our families and have a good time. Always with a
great smile, Ellen’s warmth and laughing eyes will always be remembered! Sending
much love to Nikki, Al, Ron, Jenny, Alex, Rachel, Pam and the rest of her family and
friends! Ellen- you will be missed! Xo

Debbie Young Schwartz - May 28 at 09:05 PM

“

Ellen was such a beautiful person who was always so kind, happy, and all around
positive-thinking. It was so inspiring to not only see her love for Zumba, but her
passion to travel the world and spend time helping those in need. I will never forget,
and will always cherish the last time I got to spend just talking to Ellen, a bit over a
year ago, where our conversation went on for literally hours. She gave much comfort
by being so open and willing to listen, that after talking with her you had a more

positive outlook on things.
My deepest sympathies go to Ellen's family, friends, and everyone who had the
privilege to know her. She was such a wonderful person and will be greatly missed.
Michael Gondek - May 28 at 08:54 PM

“

My strongest memory of Ellen was when she was SUPER pregnant with her third
child, Rachael, and I (as a very small kid) watched her bending down with that big
belly to pick up and clean in the next room. I couldn’t believe it! Even as a little girl,
she showed me all things are possible, even if you can’t see your feet. She always
had spirit, and endless amounts of energy. She will be greatly missed.
Ellen— you are our sunshine, our only sunshine now.

Alex Lewis - May 28 at 08:44 PM

“

Ellen was such a passionate and inspiring person. She always brightened up my day
when I saw her in town and exuded warmth and free-spirited energy. I loved her
passion for Zumba and her openness towards others.

Natalie Mazur - May 28 at 07:07 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ellen C. Kelly.

May 28 at 05:46 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Ellen C. Kelly.

May 28 at 02:59 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Edwards-Dowdle Funeral Home - May 28 at 11:26 AM

