Francis "Frank" Gorey
March 14, 2019

Francis Gorey, a native of Dobbs Ferry, passed away on March 14th in Sylmar, California.
A veteran of World War II, he was discharged from the army in Fort Knox, Kentucky.
Francis moved west in the early 1950s and was employed by Desilu Studios where he
was Lucille Balls’ personal assistant for 30 years. Upon his retirement, he joined the
personnel staff of the California Angels.
Francis is survived by his sister Margaret Coffey of Dobbs Ferry, brother Joseph P. Gorey
Jr. of Lake Park, Florida and sister Anne Cobery (Arthur) of La Cresenta, California along
with many loving nieces, nephews and wonderful friends. A sister, Patricia Kass, of Floral
Park, NY predeceased him.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Francis’ name to Sacred Heart Church in
Dobbs Ferry or a charity of your choice
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Comments

“

Frank was one of a kind...a kind, gentle soul who I am especially grateful to for the
many things he helped me with when I worked for Lucille Ball and Gary Morton. He
was my second father at times, always looking out for and protecting me whenever I
overstepped my bounds...which probably occurred more often than I had wanted. He
is missed. RIP, Frank. I loved you.

Stuart Shostak - August 04, 2019 at 09:23 PM

“

i met frank as a child on a 1958 cross country trip with my mother and 7
siblings........my mother was from dobbs ferry ny and 2 of her brothers were living in
southern california and happened to be friends with frank.........he was such an
unforgettable person to all of us ...on our couple of week visit to socal.......he helped
show us the sights ...we talked about him for years after as he made such an
wonderful impression...........i just happened upon his obit.....what a long and
wonderful life he had.....

elle rome - April 12, 2019 at 10:24 PM

“

i was so sad to hear of Franks passing. I had seen him several times on Lucy
conventions and in Jamestown and it was like seeing family always. What great
memories as a kid on his drives to Palm Springs, Del Mar and the Ranch with Lucie
and Desi and friendship and love we had for him! He will be missed by all and a
kinder man I didn't know. My condolences you his family. Keith Thibodeaux

Keith Thibodeaux - March 31, 2019 at 11:11 AM

“

I was very fortunate to meet Frank through our wonderful mutual friend, Wanda
Clark. On one of my visits I was able to be the chauffeur’s chauffeur! Wanda, Frank
and I were coming back from Boulder City heading to LA in the worst sand storm I
have ever experienced! Poor Frank was filling the car when gas blew all over him.
His calmness helped all of us to get back safely but exhausted. He was a true
gentleman! Another Oklahoma friend! Jan Smith

Jan Smith - March 29, 2019 at 10:52 PM

“

Francis was an amazing man, my first year working for the Angels I was able to work
alongside him, what a great experience! No matter how down, or angry, or upset
about something that happened to you, Francis would find a way to cheer you up,
even when he retired from the Angels he would still call me to check on me, what a
great man with a heart of gold, sad that he is gone, but BLESSED to have shared a
little bit of his 91 years on Earth.

Steve Duran - March 25, 2019 at 02:15 PM

“

How tremendously saddened I was to hear of Frank’s passing. I first became
acquainted with him in the 1990’s when he was making a ‘celebrity appearance’; and
later, through my involvement in taping one-on-one interviews. I will always cherish
the meals shared and the various events attended as well as a number of road trips
taken over the years with this fine man.
Frank possessed an outgoing, friendly personality; regularly demonstrated a positive
attitude and tried to encourage the same attitude in others. His impish, mischievous,
yet joyful smile was always at the ready. Above all, he was a truly kind, caring and
honorable individual.
Though in the last few years my contact with Frank was somewhat limited to greeting
cards and occasional phone calls, I will always be grateful for his unwavering
friendship and encouragement, as well as the time I was fortunate enough to spend
with him.
My heartfelt condolences to the members of Frank’s family. Know that he will be
greatly missed and always remembered fondly. As sad as we are, perhaps the
Almighty needed a qualified ‘major-domo’ so St. Peter could finally have some time
off from his duties at the pearly gates. What better choice?
And so, Francis Andrew Gorey: “May the angels lead you into paradise; may the
martyrs come to welcome you and take you to the holy city, the new and eternal
Jerusalem. May the choirs of angels welcome you. Where Lazarus is poor no longer,
may you have eternal rest.”

Sincerely,
George Ridjaneck
George Ridjaneck - March 25, 2019 at 06:14 AM

“

Hello,
I am so sorry for your loss. I met Frank few years back with Wanda Clark. I was
instantly glad I met him, He was kind, sincere and glad to be your friend. I then met
him again in Oklahoma with Wanda. He remembered me and we had a nice visit. I
too live close to Wanda in Oklahoma. Then I met him again at his 85 birthday
gathering in Calif and was invited with Wanda. What a great man. He and I once
again hit it off.
I was fortune to be a friend to him and we got along wonderful in the 3 times I was
around him in his later years. He always asked of me thru Wanda when they visited.
He will be missed by a lot of people.
Celeste Bendel Tulsa OK

Celeste Bendel - March 24, 2019 at 10:04 PM

“

I was sad to just learn of Frank Gorey’s passing. He was the gentlest of gentlemen,
always bringing humor and kindness to everyone around him. I am grateful for his
friendship and the many wonderful times we shared through the years. My thoughts
and prayers go out to his wonderful family and his many friends. God’s speed, dear
Frank; you will never be forgotten. Garret Boyajian

Garret Boyajian - March 24, 2019 at 07:20 PM

“

I used to work with Francis at Angels Stadium as part of the game day security. He is
and will always be, one of the nicest and most genuine human beings I will ever
meet. The stadium will not be the same, knowing you wont be there.

Brian Sanchez - March 24, 2019 at 04:43 AM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Colleen Weaver - March 21, 2019 at 09:21 PM

“

I consider it a great privilege to have know dear Frank since I was a kid with my
group, Dino, Desi & Billy. Throughout the years, he was always such a kind and
elegant gentleman, quick with a smile and a great story to tell. He was family to me
and I will never forget him. Sadly, Billy Hinsche

Billy Hinsche - March 21, 2019 at 09:15 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. God rest his soul. I never had the privilege of meeting
Frank, but I wish I had. I am sending you my deepest sympathy. Patricia Giannascoli

Patricia Giannascoli - March 21, 2019 at 06:25 PM

“

I met Frank at Lucy fest back in 2006. I looked forward to seeing him year after year
when I was able to make it to Jamestown and he was also there. I would send him
cards every year and letters filling him in on my girls, changes in career and I would
always ask how he was. I told him from day one of meeting him I was his biggest fan
and I still am. RIP dear Frank! You were a blessing for all of us who knew you and I
will miss you terribly !

Eve Andrus - March 21, 2019 at 05:30 PM

“

Thank you Frank for being such an important part of my life. You taught me how to
be a GENTLEMAN... You were the king of GENTLEMEN... You made this world a
better place. You will always be in my heart... Rest my friend... Michael Stern

Michael Stern - March 21, 2019 at 05:28 PM

“

My dear buddy is gone and that makes me sad. BUT he had a great ride and many
who loved him and that makes me happy. My love and warmest wishes go to his
family and especially Ann and Arthur. If I can ever help you hope you will call me.
Wanda Clark

Wanda Clark - March 21, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

From all of us @ I Love Lucy Junkies & Fan Clublucyballfanricardo Forever in our
Heart Give Lucy and the Gang a great big Kiss From all of us.. May you "Have A Ball
"

Penny Miller - March 21, 2019 at 04:21 PM

“

A beautiful light that has been dimmed. Prayers and condolences to you and your
family

Scott Douglas - March 21, 2019 at 04:02 PM

