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We Remember
Gertrude Sanford
Maybe, it’s because she was the youngest of nine, my mother Gertrude Mary Sanford, 79,
was the most hospitable and gracious person I have ever known. It is no wonder the
coronavirus found its way to her.
She passed on Friday after two-weeks of treatment in the hospital for COVID-19. I hope
she knew how much we all loved her.
It was the end of a beautiful life. Mom was resilient, having battled numerous ailments
over the years, and not long ago was feeling stronger after having received excellent care
at her nursing home in the seventeen months since her beloved husband, Michael R.
Sanford, passed.
Then COVID-19 struck. That is why this is so tragic. It hurts more since like so many
others my brother and sister and I could not be there at the end.
For her, family was always there, and so were friends. Family was the priority, but
everyone was welcome. She did not discriminate, and proved this every day.
When I was young, if you had the good fortune to stop by our place just about any night of
the week, you would have felt right at home and been offered the flavors of New York: Pot
roast and macaroni, skirt steak, roast chicken, fried fish, paella, bacon, reubens, omelets,
cheesecake, beer. You name it. Everything was on the menu.
Many’s the time, I was told how lucky we were to have a live-in chef for a Mom. We knew.
She was like the original, team-Mom, too, hustling us all over the city for CYO basketball
and Little League games.

Born March 11, 1940 on 138th Street, Gertrude Mary Fleming spent her life in the Bronx
and Yonkers, proudly nurturing us in our Bronx apartments, one on Bronx Blvd. and then
on Bronx River Road. Because she was the Baby, I have dozens of cousins; and, though
her sisters Eleanor, Florence, Annie, brothers Dutchie, Jackie, Eddie, Georgie and Joey
are gone, Aunt Gertie remained in their kids’ lives till the end.
They were regular visitors of hers at Kensington White Plains, whom my family is grateful
to. The nursing home truly became her home, and she continued to spread her warmth,
befriending the staff who were so good to her. The care I know she received in the past
year and a half gives me more faith in our system and our efforts to beat this disease.
She would say, “just because it’s hard, doesn’t me you don’t have to do it.”
She taught us how to be good, too. And how to stand up for each other. And not to judge
one another. Hopefully, my brother and sister and I can do the same for our children,
whom I know she considered her greatest legacy.

Comments

“

Gertrude was my best resident on my assignment at work she would give no one a
hard time and was a calm and loving person, I always looked forward to my hugs
whenever I got to work sleep in peace my dear Gertie

Dolice - July 28, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

Danielle lit a candle in memory of Gertrude Sanford

danielle - May 07, 2020 at 08:25 AM

“

We will always remember many fun times together at Laura’s house! Gert’s pot roast
was the best ever! I will never forget when she taught me how to make it one cold
Sunday at Laura’s.
Tino, Danielle, Julia, & Sophia

danielle - May 07, 2020 at 08:24 AM

“

What sad news this was for us.
Aunt Gertie was the best!
I remember her contagious smile and her sly wink in her eye that she would give us
when one of us were getting yelled at. Eventhough she wouldn't let on to her
brothers or sisters when we were getting yelled, you knew she got your back. All of
the neices and nephews always loved it when Aunt Gertie and Uncle Mikey were
around. They were so much fun. In times when some of us would hear "Children
should be seen and not heard" Aunt Gertie never made us feel that way.
She was truly one of the "Good Ones"
We will miss her greatly, and our condolences go out to Chris, Michael, Laura and
their families in this sad time.
With that said.... I believe Aunt Gertie and Uncle Mikey are together again and
planning one hell of a Fleming Family party right now with all of her brothers and
sisters.
Rest in Peace Aunt Gertie!
Love, The Pike's

John and Diane Pike - May 05, 2020 at 10:03 PM

“

Bianca & Keith lit a candle in memory of Gertrude Sanford

Bianca & Keith - May 05, 2020 at 05:01 PM

“

I will always remember when Gertie and Mike came to the Maryknoll Seminary on
visitors day. They looked so good in that sleek Oldsmobile that many a seminarian
had to rethink their vocation that day. We will miss them both.

James L Sanford - May 05, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

Jill and I loved Aunt Gertie and really appreciated her. She and Mike were so very
kind and hospitable to us whenever we came to visit. Gertie’s generosity of spirit was
boundless and the family she raised is the living proof of her goodness. We will miss
her terribly. Our heartfelt condolences to Laura, Chris and Mike and the entire family.
Love, Jill and Bruce Schanzer and family

Bruce Schanzer - May 05, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

Gertie was a beautiful person inside and out. Smart with and kind person. Love you
Gertie <3

Carolynn Fleming - May 04, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“
“

So beautifully put...I was lucky to know Gert and the Sanford family.
Sue Miqueiro - May 05, 2020 at 08:30 AM

St Patrick’s church, Scottsdale, A Z will remember Gert Sanford at mass on Mother’s Day.
Wish I could be there!
Miss you!
Ellen Sarmiento - May 07, 2020 at 09:01 AM

“

Carolynn Fleming lit a candle in memory of Gertrude Sanford

Carolynn Fleming - May 04, 2020 at 06:35 PM

