Henrietta E. McGowan
March 21, 2020

Henrietta E. McGowan, a long time resident of Dobbs Ferry, passed away on March 21,
2020. She was 91 years old. She was known as Sis, Tante, and Hank to her family and
friends whom she loved and cherished. With her passing, lost is an encyclopedia of
knowledge and wisdom, of life lived in a bygone era, and a family history that no one else
can chronicle.
Mrs. McGowan was born Henrietta Edith June Nibbe to Henry and Henrietta (Blank) Nibbe
on June 16, 1928 in Brooklyn, NY. The family moved to Rosedale Long Island in the
1930's then to Hastings-on-Hudson in 1947. In 1960, she moved with her parents to
Dobbs Ferry.
After graduating from Hastings High School, Henrietta went to work for North American
Reassurance Co., now Swiss Re, America. She retired from the company in 1988 after 41
years.
On August 21, 1965, Henrietta married Francis T. McGowan at Our Lady of Pompeii
Church in Dobbs Ferry. Her husband died in 1994.
Henrietta was a long time member of the Dobbs Ferry Seniors. She was also a long time
member of St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Hastings where she taught Sunday school
years ago. Henrietta volunteered at Dobbs Ferry Hospital where she was often seen
working the free coffee cart in the lobby.
Henrietta had a great love of family which she expressed in her actions and in the stories
she shared about family life when she was growing up. She was always willing to do silly
things with her nieces and nephews when they were young, and proud of their
accomplishments as adults. She looked forward to news of their lives.
Henrietta cherished the friends she still had from high school as well as those she made
later in life.

Henrietta was known for her knitting and crocheting. It would be hard to find family or
friends who did not receive a blanket from her. The last few years, she made many
blankets for charity.
Henrietta always said she had a happy life and was truly blessed. Her family and friends
know it was a life well lived.
Henrietta was pre-deceased by her parents, her brother Henry, and her loving sister Helen
Powers.
She is survived by her 12 nieces and nephews, 23 grand nieces and nephews, 2
grandsons and 1 great grandson.
A private viewing for the family was held March 24, 2020. Funeral arrangements will be
determined at a later date, given the current CoVid-19 situation.

Comments

“

New Year's 86-87

Lori Lamb - November 19 at 02:00 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Sis’s passing. She was so good to my Mom Susan Carey Gallo. I
loved our chats catching up. She was a gem.

Teresa Gallo Capovani - December 26, 2020 at 04:04 PM

“

Sorry to hear Henrietta passed away. I met her almost 75 years ago. Her sister Helen
was my first friend. A very sweet lovely lady like her mother and sister. xxoo

Ethel Constantino - April 03, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

Life has a funny way of bringing people back to each other. Thank you for always
being the down-for-anything cool "Great Aunt" and sharing your wisdom, recipes,
and knitting/crocheting skills. You were truly a good soul and I will miss my pen-pal
dearly.

Jessica Powers-Dobeck - April 02, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

We volunteered at the Dobbs Ferry hospital for some time she was fun lady to be
with!
sorry to hear she is dead!
very proud of all nice and nephew especially during the holiday!
my condolence to all the family!
Maria Gagliardi!

Maria Gagliardi - April 01, 2020 at 06:51 PM

“

Tante will missed by everyone who knew her. She touched all of us in a positive way.
Her smile will live on forever. Our deepest condolences to the Powers, Chomicki
families. Thinking of you during these very difficult times. Gino, Cetta, Deanna and
Anthony

Concetta - March 31, 2020 at 02:08 PM

