Lalitha Devi Alampur
April 21, 2019

Lalitha Devi Alampur, age 95, of Westchester, NY, passed away surrounded by her family
at home on April 21, 2019.
Lalitha Devi was born on March 21, 1924 in Hyderabad, India. She was the only child of
her parents. She spent her formative years in her father’s palatial bungalow with her
twelve half-siblings.
Lalitha Devi was married to Ramakrishna Alampur in June of 1939 and the couple lived in
Chennai and later settled in Hyderabad. They immigrated to the United States in 1985 and
lived in turn with each of their children shuffling back and forth between St. Louis, MO,
Westchester, NY, Beaumont, TX, and Gaithersburg, MD.
Lalitha Devi was a forward thinking woman, who broke societal and cultural norms by
encouraging her own children particularly her daughters in pursuing their academic
interests and building careers in the fields of medicine, engineering, and finance during
the mid-twentieth century in India. This echoed India’s own struggles to break free from
colonialism and outmoded cultural standards for castes and a women’s place in society. It
was through her stalwart disapprobation of outmoded stereotypes and her personal
sacrifice that ultimately resulted in her children becoming well-educated and ascending to
the highest pinnacles of success in America. She was also a wonderful cook and
delighted in helping raise her grandchildren in her golden years.
Lalitha Devi was fondly remembered as “Nanamma,” “Ammamma,” and “Pinny,” but she
was best-known as “Amma.” She is predeceased by her husband, Ramakrishna Alampur
and one son, Premkumar Alampur. She is survived by five half-siblings, six children, three
beloved daughters-in-law and two sons-in-law, fifteen grandchildren, eight greatgrandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
Words from her youngest son:

There is no one word to describe my mom. I will say this much - she had the combined
energy and enthusiasm of all her children put together.
Like most moms in India she had her ups and downs but she never showed it . She was
many pillars of strength. She thought ahead of her times and gave high priority to
education. Look at us . We are a bunch of educated fools! The fools part is self inflicted
ofcourse !
Some scenes I will never forget - the buckets and buckets of water she would haul
upstairs to our apartment and fill those huge cylinders. She was a stickler to cleanliness
and order and case in point she would re arrange everything in our kitchen which My wife
who is another stickler to cleanliness and order would do, much to my amusement which I
did not show!
She loved all her children with a passion but at the same time a strict disciplinarian and
her stick and belt reached all her children except me which is why I was highly pampered
and spoiled and my wife would attest to that !
I have to point out the fact that I was her favorite but this would be highly debated by my
siblings and I will lose when it comes to her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
I had always said this and I will say it again - if I could get even a fraction of my mom’s
motivation and energy I would be content!
God bless her soul!
Sudhir Alampur
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Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lalitha Devi Alampur.

April 24, 2019 at 01:01 AM

“

Dear Sudhir& Reshma and Alampur family members,
Our heartfelt condolences on the passing away of our dear Lalitha Aunty or “
Nanamma” as all the children lovingly called her.
As I sift through my memories of the many hours spent with Lalitha Aunty when she
was in Beaumont these stand out...
I remember a wisp of a very elegant woman dressed in a vibrant red or a leaf green
sari with a gold border .. always smiling and asking my then teenage girls to study
well and become doctors ...she felt very strongly that girls should be well educated
independent strong women and it was fascinating to hear the conviction in her voice
when she said it.
On other days I spent unforgettable number of hours as she regaled us with stories
of her childhood and early marriage days. Her word pictures in a mix of Hindi and
Telugu enveloped me in such a world of her home in Hyderabad or Chennai that I
swear I could hear the footsteps on the upper floors of her home and inhale the
aroma of the delicious foods she described - this with slightly shallow breath because
it involved meats and various parts of creatures that were unheard of in my world lol
...
My mother-in-law also spent a lot of time with her and she used to return energized
and inspired after every visit that Aunty spent her time so busily -stitching or ironing
or something or the other and age had no limitations!
A life well lived and loved.We will miss you Aunty! May your soul Rest In Peace.

varsha jonnalagadda - April 24, 2019 at 12:52 AM

“

Aunty, you will be missed immensely, May you get the best place in heaven! You were and
will be our favorite ,as you inspired so many of us! I always give my two daughters ur
example to never quit and keep trying. You have set an example to all the moms. And you
gave so much love to Reshma's entire family! I was your best buddy in Hyderabad when
Sonu was born ( vijay ) I had my best interaction with you enjoyed every bit of shopping
and visiting people in Aghapura! Will miss all your conversations and love

! Thanks for

all the love and affection you gave to my sister and all of us ! We love you

and you will

always remain in our hearts!
Archana Mitta ,
Chicago .
Archana Mitta. - April 24, 2019 at 11:14 AM

“

Jijji and Jeejaji ,
Our heartfelt deepest condolences to the entire Alampur family..

. May God give all of you

the strength to deal with this loss. Our prayers and sympathies are with you , and may
aunty get the best place in heaven ! Will miss my shopping buddy immensely!
Archana and Kiran Mitta from Chicago.
Archana Mitta. - April 24, 2019 at 11:19 AM

.

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lalitha Devi Alampur.

April 23, 2019 at 11:50 PM

“

My Heartfelt condolences with Alampur family.may God keep her soul in peace.

Kirit patel - April 23, 2019 at 09:44 PM

“

Our condolences to Alampur family May God give strength to bear the loss and her Soul
Rest in Peace
Om Shanti.
Surati’s Nilaxi n Indravadan
Nilaxi I Surat - April 23, 2019 at 11:27 PM

