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Richard Hassell Jr., affectionately known as "Junior," was born August 16, 1942 to the late
Richard Hassell Sr. and Elizabeth Webster at Harlem Hospital in New York City. He
departed this earthly life on April 14, 2020, in Yonkers, NY. As a child, Richard attended
the public schools of New York City and grew up on Edgecombe Ave. in Harlem, New
York.
Anyone who knew Richard knew how proud and passionate he was about his country. It
was no surprise when he joined the New York State Guard in 1959, and served for 30+
years. Early in his military career, he was recognized as a leader and quickly rose through
the ranks to the position of Lieutenant Colonel. When the need for volunteers to assist
during the events of 9/11 arose, he was there. His great pride, honor, and devotion to the
military could always be seen through the excitement on his face as he shared his
experiences.
Richard was always known to express his everlasting love for his wife of 39 years,
Mangaree AKA “Sugar , and five children. The pair wed on September 5, 1981, on the
beautiful island of Trinidad. With generosity and love in their hearts, they welcomed 16
foster children into their home. He and Mangaree also hosted a number of family
members from Trinidad who came to the USA seeking a better life. He considered many
of his children’s friends as family, and treated them as his own. Richard was always willing
to help others. He and his wife once housed an acquaintance she met on the bus. If
someone didn't have food, he would say, “Sugar, cook some food so we can drop it off."
Richard was a man of supreme generosity, kindness, and love.
Richard's work history spanned a number of fields. He worked as an electrician, a truck
driver, a cab driver, and even a D.J. in his spare time during his younger years. Thereafter,
he served as a letter carrier with the US Post Office in New York City for 30 years. While
working one his routes, Richard saved a life. Upon entering the building, he sensed
unusual behavior, and after inquiry, learned one of the executives was found with no
pulse. Well, that's all Richard needed to hear. He immediately rushed into the office and

started performing CPR on the executive; shortly after, the man began to breathe again.
Richard stayed with the man until EMS arrived. A humbled hero, he gathered his
belongings and left to continue his route as normal. A few weeks later, he received a
phone call from that very office, only to learn that the executive's life he saved owned
Carnival Cruise Lines. As a thank you, the executive extended Richard and his wife an allexpense-paid, first class cruise around the Caribbean. Richard lived an extraordinary life;
always ready to lend a helping hand when needed without question or hesitation.
Richard was known for his willful energy and feisty, upbeat spirit. He loved to cut a rug and
had a well-rounded musical palette. From Disco and Calypso, to R&B and Soul, Richard
enjoyed it all. Even Salsa! He was also a lover of TV and film, and had a diverse taste in
favorites including “The Cosby Show”, “Cheers”, “The Game (#TeamDerwin)”, “Star Wars”,
and even Disney classics such as “The Lion King” and “Beauty and the Beast”.
Richard’s zest for travel and adventure was infectious. Whether it was island hopping on a
cruise or packing his family in a van and driving 16 hours to Orlando for a Disney
experience, he just loved to travel. For their last crowning travel experience, Richard and
Mangaree packed their bags and drove cross country on a month-long tour of the United
States. Naturally, the trip afforded them many stories that Richard was eager to share with
anyone who would listen. Additionally, he loved to document his travel experiences.
Whether it was a beautiful landscape or a candid of his wife biting into a burger, Richard
made sure to capture the moment. As an adoring father, Richard’s most cherished trips
were when he would travel to see his beloved children. When asked, “Isn't it a long
distance to drive?”, he would always reply, “I love seeing and spending time with all my
kids; the distance does not matter to me."
Richard was the eldest of five children. He is preceded in death by his younger son,
Everette Hassell, his great-granddaughter, Shaniya Nevaeh Hill, his brother, Cedrick
Hassell, and his sister, Janice Minney.
Memories of Richard will always live in the hearts of his family. He is survived by his wife,
Managree Hassell of Silver Spring, MD; his son, Richard Hassell III of San TanValley, AZ;
daughters, Denise Hassell-Wrighton (James) of Edenton, NC, Elizabeth Hassell-Ringgold
(Roderick) of Middletown, NY, Lucia L. Hassell of Silver Spring, MD; Grandchildren:
Richard Hassell IV of Brooklyn, NY, Brandon Hassell of Bronx NY, Jessica D. Hassell of
Baltimore, MD, Ashley C. Hassell of Mesa, AZ, Nya and Tamra Ames of Raleigh, NC,
Re’gene Oates , Ne’gene Oates, and Kya Ringgold of Middletown, NY; Great
Grandchildren: Kyrie Lewis and Lovonta Hill of Raleigh, NC; and his two brothers,
Reginald Hassell of Queens, NY and Warren Hassell of Trenton, NJ.
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Comments

“

Hey everyone! It was an honor to join together with you all on 4/23/2020 to celebrate
the life of Mr. Richard Hassell.
He has had a such a significant impact on my life even within the short period of time
that he and I were acquainted.
With that I would like to share two meditative verses that could be a source of
strength for Mr. Richard Hassell as he crosses the threshold and as we continue to
keep him in our hearts and minds for all time.
Verse 1
Faithfully
I will follow your soul
Through the gate of the death
Into the light-engendering
Time places
With love I will ease spirit coldness for you
With knowing I will untangle spirit light for you
With thinking I will linger with you.
Verse 2
No boundaries separate
where spirit links sustain
light-brilliant,
love-radiant
eternal soul bonds.
So I am in your thoughts,
so you in mine.
I was united with you;
remain united within me.
We will converse
in the speech of eternal being.
We will be active
where deeds take effect,
we will weave in spirit
where human thoughts are woven
in the word of eternal thoughts.

Eric “Wallstreet” Jones - April 24 at 05:52 PM

“

I remember when Lucia and I went to visit her dad, and at that point his memory was
already going. I don't recall what prompted it but, Lucia and I started doing military
drills at his bedside and it was nice to see him get so excited! My earliest memories
of Mr Hassell are from the New York National Guard Corps of Cadets. He'd always
shuttle "his daughters" back and forth no matter what time we called - and the fee
was always $2.50

Terrice Boone - April 23 at 01:49 PM

“

Digital Homegoing Program

Lucia Hassell - April 23 at 02:30 AM

“

Cameron, Linda, Lystra, Lynette and family. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Richard Hassell, Jr..

Linda Valentine - April 22 at 12:20 PM

“

I have lost a long time and very dear friend. I met (Richard) Hassell in Mt. Vernon NY
in 1981 when I migrated to the USA. He was the neighbor and friend of my sister and
her husband. We all lived in the same apartment complex. He shortly after went to
Trinidad and married Mangaree who also became a family friend. I was privileged to
be invited to many a family reunion. We shared many meals, visits and outings and
military holiday dinners at the Armory. I have fond memories of trips to NYC for
Fourth of July Fireworks, Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, Rye Playland, and
annual block parties in the Bleeker Street Parking Lot and as each of my family
members visited or migrated they all got to know Hassell and Mangaree. They

became family.
One of my fondest memories though, that still makes me chuckle is of him talking
with the Trini accent. He would always say, “de ting,” then he would continue with the
sing-song accent that the Trinidadian is known for. Whenever he visited Florida we
would get together and like wise when my husband and I came to NY we would visit
the Hassells and we would not be allowed to leave unless we shared a meal
together. You had to eat. (Sigh)
Sleep on my dear friend. We will miss you tremendously.
Linda Valentine - April 22 at 12:09 PM

“

My favorite memory was our exchange about our respective cities. At that time, my
New Orleans accent was in full effect as a freshman at Howard University. I told Mr.
Hassell my rationale for New Orleans being the best city. I remember highlighting the
food and music. Mr. Hassell responded that New York was so nice that they named it
twice. I had no rebuttal. Lol.

Sam Boyd - April 21 at 07:48 PM

“

My dearest great cousin Jr. always took the led in gathering his loves ones together.
While growing up I can remember the many family outings he provided for his loving
family. As we gathered together at times it was a chance to meet each other for the
first time. He worked diligently to ensure that we all knew one another. His motivation
to have his family gatherings were always a success. The contributions of the family
bus rides helped us to obtain a family plot. He was very family loving and caring.
Sleep in power Jr. I love you and I thank you for the childhood memories that I will
always hold dear to my heart.

Karen Fripp - April 21 at 01:21 PM

“

My favorite memory of Mr. Hassell is when a van full of Matthews family visited his
home outside of New York city and he treated us so kindly. He didn't even know us
before we arrived. Chee Chee and Nikki were friends and we came to surprise Nikki.
Mr. Hassell showed us all around New York via subway. Very generous man! Will be
missed.

Debora and Danny Matthews - April 19 at 10:12 PM

“

Richard Hassell, I have very good memories of you and you have always been kind and
respectful to me. You excepted and greeted me with happy smiles and a great big hug
each time. I thank you for that. Hassle, you were funny, intelligent and full of charm. I am
greatful for the lecture you gave to Elizabeth (Beth) and I about education, work ethics, and

directive discipline and every word was an embracement of life truth. Your words were
enormous, but we both knew the meanings very well and just couldn't wait to get to
McDonald's

. You spoke with love and admiration and it was definitely a powerful talk to

embrace. I humble myself each time my mind reminiscences about that day. Thank you for
that remarkable lesson. Hassell, I will miss the laughter, the fishing conversations, and the
stories, but most of all the fatherly advice, that you would share as though, I was also your
daughter. Richard Hassell, this is my farewell to you. Sleep in the glory of Christ beloved
mansion for you are now at peace. "Mr. Richard Hassell" It was a pleasure knowing you
and thank you for the forever memories.
Love Cathy-Ann (Kit Kat)
Cathyann Russell - April 19 at 11:54 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Hassell, Jr..

April 19 at 10:10 PM

“

From the McPhun and Simpson families and the many friends that Richard Hassell
connected with while vacationing in Trinidad, our sincerest condolences to the
Hassell family. My name is Marilyn Simpson, now living in Delaware. My first
recollection of Richard was when I was around 8-10 years old, when he visited
Trinidad and stayed at our home. His connection was via Moses Simon, my
deceased uncle who was married to my dad’s sister, Sylvia. Richard assimilated with
our friends and family and made it clear that he wanted to marry a woman from
Trinidad. My uncle arranged the meeting wit Mangaree and the rest is history.
Richard walked around with his boom box listening to his favorite songs. My parents
were asked and obliged to be Lucia’s god parents. He became our family. Rest In
Peace Richard.

Marilyn Simpson - April 19 at 09:48 PM

“

Showing my love to you all during this time. Much love

alicia steed - April 19 at 09:43 PM

“

Paul White lit a candle in memory of Richard Hassell, Jr.

paul white - April 19 at 09:41 PM

“

Mr. Hassell, better known as Dad, was a charismatic man who was an influential
piece of my Howard University experience. His baby girl, Lucia, was my freshman
college year roommate and is one of my best friend’s to date. Mr. Hassell grabbed
my attention and love the day I met him, thanks to his wit and candor. He loved his
Luchy and I could tell he was beaming with pride at her accomplishments from the
moment he dropped her off in 2001. I had the pleasure of enjoying multiple visits with
he and Ms. Mang in New York at their home and during plenty of check-in phone
conversations. I enjoyed his life stories and the love he had for New York (so nice,
they named it twice!) In all the time I’ve known him, he never lost the magic that
made him special. I hope that wherever he sits to watch over his loved ones, that he
is sure he is loved and his memory will live in all of our hearts.

Nikkia Matthews - April 19 at 09:11 PM

