Werner Karl Maas
November 19, 2019

Werner Karl Maas, a long time resident of Hastings-on-Hudson, died on Tuesday,
November 19, 2019. Werner, a professor at NYU Medical School, had a long and
distinguished career in research. He was interested in how genes determine who we are.
Werner was born in 1921 in Kaiserslautern, Germany. He came to the United States in
1936. After arriving in the United States, he studied at Cherry Lawn and then at Harvard.
He received his PhD from Columbia in 1948. After several years as a researcher at the
University of Wisconsin and CalTech, Werner took a position at NYU Medical School in
1954.
In 1960, Werner met Renata Diringer, a fellow researcher. It was love at first sight, and
after 3 weeks, Werner and Renata married. After 4 years, their first son was born, followed
18 months later by another son. A daughter arrived in 1968.
Werner moved to Villard Ave in Hastings in 1968 and lived there until his death. He adored
living in Hastings and never seriously considered several prestigious job offers because it
would have meant moving. The factors that attracted Werner to Hastings were the
camaraderie and conversations amongst commuters, the ability to go for walks in the
woods and along the aqueduct and the sense of a small village arising from small owner
operated businesses on Warburton.
During his career, Werner focussed on understanding the function of regulatory genes,
namely the genes that govern the activity of other genes. He published numerous articles
during his career. He also served on an ad-hoc committee in Washington that oversaw
regulation of genetic engineering from the late 1970s through the 1980s. He taught not
only at NYU, but also at universities in Sao Paolo, Brazil and Zurich, Switzerland.
Following his retirement, Werner focussed on writing. He published several histories of
early research in microbiology and a biography of his father, a doctor in Germany. At the
time of his death he was working on a collection of his thoughts about genes and how they

influenced social development.
He is survived by his wife, Renata; his three children: Peter, Andrew and Helen and 4
grandchildren: Max, Willa, Sophie and David.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to:
[Hebrew Free Burial Association]https://www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate/
125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B
New York, NY 10038
(212) 239-1662
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Edwards - Dowdle Funeral Home
64 Ashford Avenue, Dobbs Ferry, NY, US, 10522

Comments

“

We shared beautiful moments as kids with the caring Maas family. I remember
joyous picnics in Lozère 's open landscapes, and Werner's wit and smile. Or running
along a path on the plateau with Helen, before tasting a délicieuse omelette aux
cèpes at l'auberge des Laubies- Werner pointed hôtel beds were always too short for
him as he was a tall person, comparing himself to Jacques Tati, with laughing eyes.
The Maas made me greatly motivated to learn English and later, as I was doing my
teacher training, Werner asked me if I would teach him French conversation- I was
surprised because his level of French was really good, but to my question " what
would you like to learn" he humbly replied: "I would like to understand the difference
between subjunctive and conditional". Which gave me a real hard time preparing
exercises, that he understood in the very first seconds. We then had great fun
reading articles and chatting in the jardin de la Vabre in the shade of the weeping
willow. Then, much later, only a few years ago, Nicolas and I and the children visited
Werner and Renata in Germany. It was so nice to see them again! They warmly
welcomed us and showed us around the countryside and villages of Werner's
childhood, that he described in his beautiful book "My Father's life". We visited
Hambach Castle, Kaiserslautern, and Winnweiler's Jewish Museum together, we felt
it was a great honour, and had an enthralling and enriching tour, conversations, and
great fun together.
We were very sad to learn that Werner passed away, and we send Renata and all
family our warmest thoughts and support. Emmanuelle and Nicolas, Émile, Lucia "
Ash" and little Raphaëlle

Emmanuelle - November 25 at 05:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Lozère

Emmanuelle André - November 25 at 09:36 AM

“

Nous sommes profondément attristés par le décès de Werner. Les souvenirs des
bons moments passés ensemble lors de vos séjours en Lozère, remontent avec
force à l'instant où Werner nous quitte.
Chère Renata, Peter, Andrew, Helen et leurs familles, malgré l'éloignement nous
nous sentons très proches de vous. Nous vous exprimons notre soutien et toute
notre amitié.
Nous vous embrassons affectueusement. Mimi et Michel.

Emmanuelle et Sylvain se joignent à nous.
La photo jointe (avec Mimi et Michel Kopp) a figé l'un de ces moments privilégiés lors
d'une étape du "Tour du Mt Lozère" en août 1989.
Emmanuelle André - November 25 at 06:24 AM

“

I have so very good memories of all of you, werner, renata, helen, peter and andrew,
and of your stays in Mende, my very sincere condolences to all of you et je vous
embrasse très fort. Stéphanie Peytavin

STEPHANIE PEYTAVIN - November 25 at 06:18 AM

“

Renata, Andrew, Peter & Helen- So sorry to hear of Werner's passing. He was
always such a joy to be with and was smart, witty and enthusiastic. We found this
picture of Werner with his cousin Helen Wachtel when we visited several years ago.
We are grateful that he had a long and happy life. Love, Cheryl & Bob Wachtel

Cheryl Wachtel - November 24 at 03:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Moshe Yaniv - November 24 at 10:41 AM

“

Dear Renata and dear children,
We were shocked to learn the terrible news. Werner was for us like an immortal rock. We
will miss him, his knowledge and his wisdom.
We have many common memories from New York, Paris, la Lozère in France and
elsewhere that are so vivid and will stay with us.
We kiss all of you and hope to see you in the near future.
With our love

Josette, Nesh, Gil, Karine and their children
Moshe Yaniv - November 24 at 10:52 AM

“

Condoléances sincères à Renata et à sa famille de la part des amis de Michel et
Mimi
Jacqueline et Michel ĶOPP .

Jacqueline Michel - November 23 at 01:07 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Helen Dissa - November 23 at 10:32 AM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Andrew Maas - November 22 at 11:37 AM

